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ON THE CELBRATED 


%t Vindication” of Mrs. Gunnine. 


O circumftance has occurred in the variegated cir- 
cle of Fafhion, for a long feries of years, that has 
excited the public attention, in fo high a degree, as the 
recent diflentions which have prevailed in the family of 
General Gunning.—To fee a young lady, in the bloom 
of youth and beauty, banifhed from the houfe of him 
whom Nature had defigned for her prote¢tor—to fee the 
parent become the accufer of his child—the hufband, of 
his wife—was to witnefs a fpectacle of fo ftrange and fin- 
gular an afpect, as could not fail to work, in either fex, 
on every paffion of the mind. ‘UVhe malignant fneer of 
Revenge has been excited—the benevolent tear of Pity 
has been moved—and the rancorous {mile has been raifed 
‘on the diftorted eee of Pe To gratify a curiofity, 
in all refpects natural laudable—we have invef= 
tigated, as far as in us bie he labyrinths of this myfterious 
on. and though, from the contradictory nature of 
thofe materials with-which we have been fupplied, we can- 
not boaft of our ability to furnith a complete and fatisfaétory 
narrative ; yet may we fafely affirm, that our attempts at 
eluci- 
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elucidation have been fo far fuccefsful, as to afford our 
Readers a proper Standard of Belief, to enable them to 
difcriminate, in a certain degree, between candour and 
fraud ; and, to diftinguifh the objects of rejection from 
thofe of admiffion. 

General Gunning is brother to the Mifs Gunnings, 
who, towards the middle of this century, were fo juftly 
remarked for the fplendour of their beauty, and the fin- 

gular felicity of their fortune. 

Every one mutt recolle& that, from an obfcure fitua- 
tion in Ireland, they attained to an elevated {phere in this 
country—a fphere which they embellifhed by their charms, 
and which one of them honoured by the propriety of her 

onduét, One of thefe ladies married the Earl of Coventrys 
i other became wife to the late Duke of Hamilton, b 
whom fhe had the prefent Duke; and, on his death, efpoufed 
the Duke of Argyle ; fhe is, confequently, mother to the 
prefent Marquis of. Lorn.—To this latter connection is 
General Gunning indebted for the rank he now holds in 
the army, and the regiment he commands. About three- 
and-twenty years ago, the General married a Mifs 
Minifie, either one of the authorefes of, or fifter to the 
Jadies of that name, who wrote Barford- ‘Abbey, and fome 
other productions in the novel line: by her he had the 
Mifs Gunning, who has, unfortunately, become the topic 
of public converfation, and is, therefore, the heroine of 
thefe Memoirs. 

That this young lady, who, with the perfonal accom- 
plifhments of her celebrated relations, poffefles a mind en- 
dued with much ornamental and fubftantial excellence, 
fhould attract the attention of numerous admirers, is by 
no means a matter of wonder ;—that men of the higheit 
rene £00» fhould regard her with looks of affection, is 

atural, and, therefore, eafy of belief. In the latter clafs, 
we are given to underftand, were the Marquis of Bland- 
ford, fon to the Duke of Marlborough, and the Marquis 
of Lon the lady’s coufin; the lat, ‘front the frequent 
vfits of Mifs Gunning, at the hone of his father, may 
be fuppofed te have had every oppurtunity which a lover 

could 
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could defire for ingratiating himfelf into the good oraces 
of his miftrefs ; yet the orinet appears to have been more 
fuccefsful in his endeavours to obtain her approbation. 
The addreffes of this nobleman were continued for a con- 
fiderable time with the /uppo/ed fanGion of all parties con- 
cerned—a letter er letters, feem to have pafled between 
them, and every thing promifed a {peedy and happy termi- 
nation to this delicate and important bufinefs. Some fug- 
geiftions, however, from the Duke of Argyle, as to the 
Duke of Marlborough’s knowledge of his fon’s addref 
fes, being communicated to the father of the lady; the 

eneral—as he fays—fent his groom (on the fecond of 
February laft) to Blenheim, with a letter, imparting to 
the Duke the Marquis’s penchant for his daughter, and re- 
quefting to know whether their union would be fanétion- 
ed with his Grace’s approbation—afluring him, at the 
fame time, that if he difapproved of the connection, the 
matter fhould proceed no farther. “The groom returned 
with an an{wer (on the fucceeding night) of favourable 
import ; expreffive of refpect for the young lady’s merit, 
and of his perfeét acquiefeence in the choice and proceed- 
ings of his fon. But ftill the fufpicions of the Duke of 
Argyle, lulled but for a very fhort time, were {peedily re- 
newed ; impelled by thefe, he doubted the authenticity of 
the letter, and applied for information on the fubject to 
Lord Charles Spencer, who, he rightly fuppofed, muft be 


acquainted with the feal and hand-writing of his brother. 


From this nobleman he learnt, that it was an aukward 
imitation of the Duke’s hand, but that the feal was either 
a copy of, or the actual feal, which the Duke had formerly 
worn to his watch, but which | he had not then ufed for 


fome years, having employed a feal of a fmaller fize, and 


a different form. Enraged at this intelligence, General 
Gunning queftioned his wife and daughter on the fubject ; 
he told them that a forgery had been committed either by or 
on them, and infifted on being acquainted with the truth. 
The ladies protefted their innocence in the ftrongeft 
terms, and declared, that if he was the dupe of a fraud, they 
anuft be equally fo. The groom who brought the letter 
Pa was 
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was next interrogated ; and General Gunning has affert- 
ed that, by dint of threats and folicitations, he confefled 
that 4 bribe had been civen him to favour the deception ; 
and his affirmations, ‘together with fome circumfances 
which were reported to the General by a Mr. Bowen, in- 
duced him to tax his daughter with forgery, and to expel 
her from his houfe. 

Such are the outlines of this extraordinary tranfaction, 
as given to the world, by the partizans of the hufband. 
They afford not the {malleft clue to the developement of 
the myftery ; on the contrary, they prefent to us a forgery 
from, whence no poffible benefit could be derived, and éx- 
hibit a ftrataeem without a motive. By wandering in the 


boundlefs field of conjecture, and inveftigating every po/- 


jible occurrence, this /uppofition may indeed be collected— 


‘That the lady, enamoured of the Marquis of Lorn; and 
finding his ad ldreffes unpurfued with that decifive ardour 
that rufhes forward with tmpetuolity to the defired goal, 
deemed it neceflary to have recourfe to this deception, in 
the hope that a fight of the forged letter, by raifing up an 
imaginary rival, would act as a ftimulus to his love, and 
facilitate the accomplifhment of her wifhes. But all fuf- 
picions of this fort are eftectually done away, by the afii- 
davit of Mifs Gunning, which a: fhall, hereafter, have 
occafion to notice ; ane by thes Pindeaton of her mo- 
ther, to the examination of which we fhall now proceed. 
Mrs Gunning, as we learn from her own account, 
had long been at variance with her hufband: fhe tells us, 
indeed, “chat two and twenty, out ok three and twenty’ 
years, that they had been married, had furnifhed her with 
ample fubject for forrow and repentance. High words 
had frequently pafled between them; and but a few days 
previous to this tranfaction, fhe had been ordered by him 
to withdraw from his houfe: but the violent effe& which 
this conduct had on the delicate frame of her child, in- 
duced her on this, as on all other occafions, to fuffer the 
tendernefs of the mother to-overcomie the refentment of. 
the wife ; and, in order to fave ine life of her daughter, 
which the believed to be in imminent danger, fhe conde- 
fcended 
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{cended to make conceffions ; which fhe confidered ag 
too degrading, on a review of her own condué& in com- 
parifen with that of her puke g: —That hufband too, the 
declares, fhe had long fuf {pected of entertaining wifhes 
inimical to the felicity of his child. ‘The intimation con- 
tained in this declaration, when applied to the fubfequent 
occurrences, is obvious. From fufpicions of this nature, 
which of courfe muft have given rife to much alterca- 
tion and miftruft, Mrs. Gunning was induced to make oc- 
cafional prema nd: ims. of any occurrences of confe- 
quence, which happened in her family. It does not ap- 
pear, however, that fhe kept any memorandum prior to 
“ the Second of February,”’ when fhe remarked as follows : 
“© Between eleven ha twelve this morning, General 
Gunning has fent off his groom with a letter to the 
of ——~, [Duke of Marlborough] which letter 
he has written in his dreffing- room, but has not fhown 
the contents to any of his “family,” ?———- This letter, we 
are told, was fent by a groom, who is not regarded as a 
family fervant ; he eats and fleeps in the houfe, but lives 
bv day with his horfes at the livery-ftable ; fometimes ate, 
tending his mafter in a rides, and fometimes any lady 
who happens to be under General Gunning’s seme 


This farcafm, by which we are given to unc derftand, that 
her hufband is a man of intrigue, is certa eee m vip laced 5 
it neither aids her argument, nor affords the fma ft fup- 


port toher caufe. “The cafe with coger to the on is 
different ; to fhow his exclufive depend ence on, ane, fub- 
ferviency to the will of, his matter, is efiential to corrobo- 
rate thofe annie which tend to invalidate his tef- 
timony. ‘The fecond memorandum is as follows 


February 3.—Nine o'clock at night. 
“ General Gunning’s groom is juft now returne 
irom : [Blenheim] he pace back a letter for 
his mafier. I fent for it, examined the ener and the 
feal. Captain and Mrs. Bowen, Ny daughter and fifter, 
were ng ee I told them fome tricks had certainly t been 
played with the /tter, and pointed out to their obfervation, 
that 
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that the coronet was reverfed in the fealing it; and that, 
inftead of St. James’s Place, it was written, on the direc 
tion, St. Fames Place. I then gave it to the fervant to lay 
it on his mafter’s table ; for General Gunning was net at 
home. 

“ The feal and fuperfcription ftill floated on my ideas ; 
I fent for the letter a fecond time, re-examined it, and then 
returned it to his dreffing-room by the fame fervant; the 
whole time, both fir/? and /a/, that this letter was detained 
by us, did not amount to five minutes ; nor did the fervant, 
who brought it to, and carried it from, the drawing-room, 
quit the room till I fent it down by him to be laid on his 
mafter’s table.” 


The anfwer here alluded to, as brought by the groom 
to his*mafter, is the letter which Mifs Gunning has been 
accufed—and by her FATHER too—of dictating and 
writing, for the purpofe of impofition. Mrs. Gunning, 
forefeeing, probably, that her avowed conduct with regard 
to this letter, the moment of its arrival, without any ap- 
parent motive for fufpeéting the dangerous nature of its 
contents, would appear fingular and extraordinary, has 
thought it neceflary to affign her reafons for acting as fhe 
did.—* Why—the fays—lI ordered this letter, and why I 
infpected the /ea/ and the direétions with the fcrutinizing 
eyes of fufpicion, would, were I to {peak to every reafon, 
and to every proof that 1 can produce, be of themfelves fut- 
ficient to fill a volume, every page of which would be 
more myfterieus and more wonderful than another, ts 
fhall therefore content myfelf with averring to your Grace, 
{her Vindication is addreffed to the Duke of Argyle] that 
no letter, fince laft May, has come to me, either by the 
poft, or by a ftage-coach—for I have tried the conveyance 
of both-—but what has been cut acrofs the feal, with a hot 
knife, before I got them. This very day, being the 
twenty-fecond of February, I have received a parcel from 
Hampthire, in which was inclofed a letter 5 it came by the 
coach, and the feal cut acrofs as ufual.” Such are the 
reaions alledged; but we confefs ourfelves at a lofs to 

concelve 
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conceive in what refpect they are applicable to the point 
in queftion. ‘They fhow, indeed, what we before no- 
ticed, that a mutual diftruft prevailed between them ; but 
why the circumftance of her hufband having opened er 
letters, fhould induce her to fufpect any treachery in one 
addrefled to him, we cannot imagine. ‘There might be 
other grounds for fufpicion ; but thefe, candour compels 
us to declare, appear, to us at leaft, futile and invalid. 
Her certainty, too, of trie#s having been played with the 
letter, feems to be founded on a bafis of no greater foli- 
dity : the omiffion of an Sin St. James’s, and the reverfal 
of the coronet, in the /ea/, might certainly have been the 
effect of precipitation; and, in ftrictnefs, we conceive 
was lefs likely to have occurred in a deliberate forger, than 
in the noble (/uppofed) author of the epiftie. 

Among other obfervations on Memorandum the fecond, 
Mrs. Gunning makes the following appeal to the Duke 
of Argyle :—“* I fhall begin with afking your Grace. if, 
on your confcience, you think that, fuppofing my daugh- 
ter, or I, or both together, had framed, forged, and fent 
this letter, which was, on the groom’s return, to be deli- 
vered by him as coming from the — of [Duke of 
Marlborough] that I fhould have ordered it to be brought 
up to me, and before company ? that I fhould be the fir/ to 
difcover there had been a fraud committed? or that, in 
pointing it out to my daughter’s obfervation—which I 
did—thatj fhe fhould have coincided with me in opinion ? 
for, if /he had been guilty, and I innocent, or fuppofe us 
both culpable, wickednefs and folly do not always go hand 
in hand. Surely, had we been the authors of the fraud, 
we were not neceffitated to impeach ourfelves, we 
need not have commanded back the letter, after having 
once difmifled it, and a fecond time have examined the 
fealand direétions with all the fcrutiny of a too well autho- 
rized fufpicion. Should we have done this, my lord ? 
Should we have put this d/puted letter into the hands of 
Bowen and his wife, to help us in detecting the fraud, if it 
muft have fallen on our own heads? I did give it to thofe 
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simemfor their Opinion ;—was there any thing like guilt in 
all this ?” : 

This argument appears decifive ; for the only purpofe 
for which the forgery could have been committed by the 
ladies, muft have been effectually marred by fuch a mode 
of proceeding. ‘T’o have its effeét, the impofitfon muft 
pafs on the Duke, the Marquis, and the General ; but this, 
a‘premature difcovery of the fraud muft inevitably prevent. 

The next obfervation of Mrs. Gunning is not equal- 
ly happy:—-Her daughter having been accufed of 
bribing her father’s groom to favour the deception of the - 
letter, fhe remarks, that without money there can be no 
bribe; that her daughter has never been poflefled of 
money fufficient for fuch undertakings ; fhe has ever had 
fomething for the aid of gocdnefs, but nothing for the 

fupport or purpofes of vice.—Yet fhe tells us, that her 

“daughter had, at one time, five guineas ahd a twenty- 
pound bank-note in-her purfe—and furely a much fmaller 
fum would have fufficed for the corruption of a menial 
domettic ! 

Though we are told by his wife that the General is 
by no means deficient in curiofity, yet it is remarkable; 
that, on the very night when he expected the return of 
his groom, at eight o’clock, with a letter on which the 
welfare and felicity of his family fo eflentially depended, 
he chofe to fup from home, and ftayed out till one 
o’clock, not even leaving orders where the: letter-might 


be brought to him. Mrs. Gunning, who lay next the 


ftreet, was awakened by the knock at the door on her 
hufband’s return; fhe heard him get out of the carriage; 
which then drove off; a minute afterwards the hall-door 
was opened with great caution, and immediately a coach 
drove into the place ; fhe heard the ftep let down, and it 
drove back again with great fpeed. At this time there 
was nobody up in the houfe but the General’s own man, 
whom he charged not to fay he was gone out, fhould any 
enquiries be made. He drove to Argyle-Houfe, where 
he left the letter with the Duke.—The fervant waited his 
'mafter’s return in the porter’s hall; the door was opened 

without 
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‘without knocking, and the General ‘wert up to his 
chamber fo foftly as not to be heard by any body but his 
wife. The groom flept in a garret immediately over 
her room; and, after his mafter was in bed, fhe heard his 
man go up to the groom, and heard them converfe to- 
gether. She was informed, that the meflage he carried to 
the groom from his mafter was to charge him not to fay 
any thing about his journey to Blenheim till he fhould 
have feen him, with orders that he fhould go in the 

morning to his bed-fide by feven o’clock. | 
The next day, February the 4th, Mrs. Gunning, in 
her third Memorandum, fays—“ General Gunning was 
in my daughter’s room this morning before fhe was up, 
and informed her he had received a charming letter from 
the D— of ~ {Duke of Marlborough] which he had 
left with the Duke of Argyle; and alfo told her he had 
been laft night at Argyle-houfe for that purpofe, and 
would take her with ‘him there, that fhe might fee, as 
{ooit as’ fhe was drefled: fhe has been at Argyle-houfe 
for that purpofe, and this moft chatming letter has been 
{hewn to her, and my heart partakes in her joy, though 
{ have not feen the contents ;' but fhe has repeated them 
to me as nearly as fhe can remember them: I am as 
much tranfported with her happinefs as if I had, and (as 
her mother) I ought to have been, confulted on every ftep 
that has been taken ; but fhould General Gunning really 
mean to act now fairly by my heart’s treafure, if he no 
longer works under ground to impede her felicity, I will 
forgive all his paft referves, although under the feverity 
of their preflure I have been fuffering the pains of torture 
for fo many months,—~If he is not confcious that his 
wifhes are oppofed to my wifhes, on @ point where both 
fhould be equally interefted, why does he throw out fo 
many dark hints, and never fpeak to me with confidence 
or kindnefs ? Why not fhew the D— of ——’s [Duke of 
Marlborough’s] letter to me, if every thing is_ really 
coming to a crifis ?’—-L here ts yet a darknefs in his con- 
du@& that Ido not comprehend. Another circumftance 
gives me fufpicion ,—-he has been this day examining the 
© feryant 
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fervant who brought. the letter up ftairs, very clofely, 
whether we looked much at the feal, and at the direétion 
and how long we kept it the firft and fecond time that we 
fent for it.——Surely he knows me too well, not to 
know that I fhould on no occafion condefcend to open 
any letter that was not directed to myfelf—what then 
can he mean by being fo inquifitive !—’Tis very odd— 
I do not like it—I have been fo long in a fcene of, mytte-~ 
ries, of which he is the artificer, that I never éxpea to 
get out of them as long as I live!” 

' The intelligence conveyed in this memorandum is ex- 
tremely myfterious, and—admitting it to be firictly cor- 
rect—renders the General’s conduct wholly inexplicable, 
We are before informed, that after his return home the 
preceding night, he went out again, in a /ecret ‘manner, 
charging his fervant (fhould any enquiries be made) not 
to fay that he was gone out. Hence we were led to 
believe that his vifit to Argyle-houfe was influenced by 
fome private motive, and that he did not with it fhould: 
be known 3 yet we now find that the firft thing he did the. 
next morning was. to go into his daughter’s apartment, 
and inform her that he had been there, and fhown a 
charming letter, which he had received from Blenheim, 
to the Duke.~-The daughter, too, accompanies her 
father to Argyle-houfe to fee the letter; and though fhe 
had before been convinced, with her mother, that tricks 
had been played with it, and had actually difcovered a 
Jraud, the yet is filent on the fubjeét to her father, and 
conceals from him her fears and fufpicions ; nay, thougk 
certain the letter was an impofition (for if the difcovery 
of a fraud in it amounted not to that certainty, we know 
not what it could import) fhe receives great joy from th 
perufal of it, and on her return communicates this joy 
to her mother, who appears for a time to have labeured 
under a fimilar infatuation. The condu& of all the 
parties concerned is, in this inftance, ftrange indeed |— 
One circumftance of importance, however, which de- 
pends not on the mere ip/e drxit of the Lady, is the fub- 
jequent examination of the fervant by the General, re- 
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tative tothe feal and the direftion.—To this point Mrs. 
Gunning’s informer (probably her own maid) and the 
fervant in queftioén can fpeak ; and their filence on the 
fubje&t miuft certairily be deemed a confirmation of the 
faét.—T his examination indifputably wears a very fufpi- 
cious look ; and but dne exculpatory motive occurs to us 
‘that could poffibly havé given rife to it.—The General 
might have heard from hzs cwn man that the letter had 
been twice fent for by Mrs. Gunning, and that its feal 
and fuperfcription had undergone a minute inveitigation ; 
fuch previous intelligence would certainly fuperinduce 
and juftify the enquiries he made.—This candour com- 
pels us to fuggeft, as being po/fible ; how far it is probable, 
let our readers decide for themfelves. 

Before we proceed to the fourth Memorandum, it is 
wieceffary to premife, that Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, whofe 
names have already appeared>in this tranfaction, and are 
again to be brought forward in a very particular manner, 
are, as Mrs. Gunning infinuates, the humble dependants 
of her hufband.—lIn fhort, to comprize her whole mean- 
tng in a few words—General Gunning has a regiment ; 
and Mr. Bowen wants a company—more need not be faid. 
Thefe people were frequent vifitors at St. James’s-Place 5 
and Mrs. Bowen’s {kill on the harpfichord was, inde- 
pendent of other confiderations, a powerful inducement 
to Mrs. Gunning to engage her to be often with her 
daughter, who was learning to play on that inftrument. 


MremMorRANDUM IV: 


February the 5th. 

*« This day has opened a fcene of premeditated > 
the agents of which are Bowen and his wife; and fuch 
a converfation has pafled between that woman and myielf, 
as I fhall not notice here, being impreffed on my me- 
mory, and never to be erafed from thence.” Yet; 
notwithftanding this declaration, fhe proceeds to notice 


a converfation, which, we apprehend, muft be the fame 
Ca fhe 
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fhe bere. alludes to.—It appears—we fpeak on the autho- 
rity of Mrs, Gunning—that on Saturday, Feb. the 5th, 
Mifs Gunning, her mother, and. aunt, (Mifs Minifie} 
called, on their return from the Park, about three in the 
afternoon, at Mrs. Bowen’s houfe, and fent up a meflage 
to invite the hufband and wife to dinner. The latter 
came down, and. placed herfelf in the carriage, apolo- 
gizing for her hufband, who, fhe faid, was gone into the 
country. “The General dined at home ; but illnefs pre- 
vented Mrs, Gunning from attending at table that day, 
as it had done for feveral days before; the Ladies, about 
feven, joined her in the drawing-room, where Mr. Bowen 
made his appearance foon after. He had not been there 
many minutes. before a fervant came to inform him that 
the General wifhed to {peak to him; on his return, 
Mrs. Gunning exprefled her alarm at the meflage, and 
her with to be informed of the particulars of the. con- 
verfation that had pafled between him and her huf- 
band ;—for, fhe obferyes, fhe had then fears of avery 
ferious nature. After, fome hefitation, he faid, it was to 
afk him for five guineas, it being too late, to fend to his 
banker’s. ‘The Lady having feen the General, two days 
before, take-a number of bank-notes out of. his pocket, 
declared her difbelief of this declaration ; but the gentle- 
man. pledging his honour for its veracity, fhe, became fa- 
tisfied. General Gunning foon left home for the even- 
ing, and his, daughter went to pafs an hour with. the 
Dutchefs of Bedford; Mrs. Bowen was then fitting at 
the harpfichord ; her hufband and Mifs Minifie were at 
picquet, and Mrs. Gunning at work: when the party 
was thus difpofed of, Mrs. Bowen, rifing haftily from 
her feat, beckoned to Mifs Minifie, who, apologizing to 
Mr. Bowen, followed her out of the room. On the 
return of thefe Ladies in about a quarter of an hour, the 
countenance of one was highly expreffive of confufion, 
while that of the other was pale and agitated.—It was 
evident fomething extraordinary had pafled between 
them, Mrs..Gunning was alarmed; but before fhe 
could recover herfelf fufficiently to afk for an explanation, 
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Mrs. Bowen advifed her hufband-to go and pafs.an hour 
at the coffee-houfe ; a requeft. with which he immedi- 
ately.complied. As foon as he was gone, Mifs Minifie 
told Mrs. Bowen’ that.it was now highly proper fhe fhould 
repeat.to Mrs. Gunning. what fhe had been telling her. 
“ For God’s fake |’? exclaimed Mrs. Gunning, ‘* what is 
the matter ???—‘‘ Do. not. alarm yourfelf,” replied her 
{ifter ; “ Mrs. Bowen will tell you all. Some devil has 
been forging a letter to her, in the name of our darling 
here,” (meaning Mifs Gunning). Mrs. Gunning, after 
the moft earneft folicitations, prevailed on Mrs. Bowen to 
gratify her curiofity, which, with great feeming reluctance, 
and feeming tendernefs, fhe proceeded to do in the follow- 
ing terms : 

“ Qh, my. deareft Mrs. Gunning! you have been de- 
ceived! you are cheated! you are abujed ! and, I fear, 
when you know all, it will kill you; it will be the death 
of you. I owe you more than my mother ; and I love 
you better than I loved her : how then can I kill you by 
telling, you. your daughter is a wretch 1? This abrupt de- 
claration, it muft be: confefled, was a very fingular in- 
ftance of affeftion! It had not, however, the effect it 
might naturally have’been expected to have,on the mind 
of the perfon. to» whom it was addrefled. Fully con 
vinced of the purity, honour, and rectitude of her daugh- 
ter, with whofe; everyaction, and whofe every thought, 
fhe was (in her own ideas at leaft,) perfectly acquainted, 
and who was even a ftranger to the common—({ maternal 
partiality may be admitted asa plea, in excufe of this Ay- 
perbolical exprefion)—a ftranger even, we are told, to the 
common failings of her fex, Mrs. Gunning heard the ac-~ 
eufation with compofure, and begged Mrs. Bowen to pro- 
ceed. ‘[hus-entreated,; Mrs. Bowen, after various pro- 
teftations of regard for Mrs. Gunning, and affurances 
that fhe and her hufband had been nearly diftracted on her 
account, by the knowledge they had acquired of the 
wicked creature’s (Mifs Gunning’s) duplicity, continued as 
follows :-—‘* My deareft Mrs, Gunning, how dreadfully 
have you been impofed upon ! every body is Se paca 
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deceive you; and the myfteries that have fo long made 
you miferable, are all created by Mifs Gunning’s artful 
conduct : indeed, indeed, my dear Mrs. Gunning, though 
you think fhe is to marry Lord Blandford, do not fet your 
heart upon it; fhe never will marry him.” How do 
you know this ?”” faid Mrs. Gunning —“ Becaufe,” ree 
plied the other, ‘* Mifs Gunning will marry Lord Lorn, 
and not Lord Blandford.” From what authority do you 
declare it, Mrs. Bowen??? Becaufe,” returned the, 
“‘ about five days ago fhe wrote me a letter, in which the 
told me what I now tell you ; and in this letter there was 
enclofed one from the Duke of Marlborough to her fa- 
ther, which fhe defired I would get Mr. Bowen to copy 
for her: and fhe there defired me not to mention the re- 
port which, fhe faid, I muft certainly have heard, as it was 
known over the whole town, that fhe was to be married 
to Lord Lorn.” Mrs. Gunning, ftill incredulous, ex. 
prefled her conviction thatthe letters fhe mentioned were 
forgeries, calculated for the ruin of her daughter’s repu- 
tation; but Mrs. Bowen infifted on their authenticity, 
and promifed that Mrs. Gunning fhould have ocular de- 
monftration of the young lady’s duplicity and wickednefs. 
“To ftrengthen what I have told you,”’ added Mrs, Bowen, 
“* about the two.letters Mifs G. fent to me—one of which 
fhe defired me to get Mr. Bowen to copy—I will tell you 
what fhe has faid to me this very day, and then you cannot 
doubt the truth of all I have been faying.”—“ Go on,” 
faid Mrs. Gunning, “ and conceal nothing ; it is for my 
fecurity that I fhould know all, that I may be able to de- 
fend myfelf againft my enemies.”?—“ What a wretch, 
what a compleat wretch,” continued Mrs. Bowen, “ is 
this vile daughter of your’s! to have been fo long carry- 
ing on fuch a fcene of deception as has almoft deftroyed 
you; and fol have told her this very day.”"— When and 
where, Mrs. Bowen, did you tell her fo P??__Firft, at the 
piano-forte ; and, afterwards on the {tairs, as we came 
up to you from the dining-room. I firft faid to her, For 
fhame! for fhame! Mifs Gunning ; how can you im- 
pole fo on your mother ; how can you appear to her to 
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garry on the affair with Lord Blandford, and yet refolve to 
marry Lord Lorn ??’—“ What was her reply ?”? faid Mrs, 
Gunning. “ Why, that I knew fhe was determined to 
marry Lord Lorn, and nothing fhould turn her, but that 
fhe was afraid to tell her mamma.””—“ And what did you 
fay to her again on the ftairs, Mrs. Bowen ?’”’—“ I faid, 
Mifs Gunning, you are killing your dear good mother by 
inches, and if you do not tell her the abominable part you 
are acting, Mr. Bowen and I are come to a refolution, for 


the fake of your mother, to tell her of it ourfeives ; for, if 
we keep your fecret, fhe will lofe her life.”*—‘* This was 


very home indeed ; could fhe fay nothing in defence of 
herfelf?’”’—“ O! na; nothing in the world but poh, poh, 
never mind that.”’ With regard to the converfation 
here faid by Mrs. Bowen to have pafled between her and 
Mifs Gunning, Mrs. Gunning affirms, that fhe was fit- 
ting clofe by them the whole time they were at the piano- 
forte, and heard nothing of it, though not a word or a 
whifper could have efcaped her ear. Mifs Minifie, too, 
affirms, that fhe accompanied them from the dining-room 
to the drawing-room, and that not a fyllable was then ut- 
tered on any fubject whatever. 

The dialogue between the two ladies continued.—To 
Mrs. Gunning’s queftion, of what farther pafled between 
Mrs. Bowen and her daughter on that day, Mrs. Bowen 
anfwered—“ I forgot, my dear Mrs. Gunning, to tell you 
of it before, that when Mifs Minifie went up to afk you 
how you ‘did after dinner, and defore fhe returned again to 
us, General Gunning, Mifs Gunning, and myfelf, being left 
by ourfelves, the General faid fometaing that muf? convince 
you that your daughter is acting the very part I have told 
you.”’—“* Pray what is that fomething ?’’—** Why, as 
foon as Mifs Minifie was gone out of the room, General 
Gunning began to fay what a very handfome letter that 
was he had received from the luke of Marlborough, 
notwithftanding it contained this reflection, that his 
Grace wifhed the General and his daughter had known 
their own minds /ooner, for as his fon Lord Blandford was 
indifpofed, and had a very ftrong affetion for Mifs Gun- 
ning, he was afraid the difappointment would affect him 
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very ferioufly.”—-We muft here remark, that Mifs Gun- 
ning, on her return, declared that not a word had-paffed in 
the fhort‘abfence of Mifs Minifie from the table about the 
Duke ‘of Marlborough, Lord Blandford, or any letter 
whatever. 

‘“¢ It is impoffible,”’ replied Mrs. Gunning, “that Mr. 
Gunning could have faid this of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough’s letter; the ‘Duke'of Argyle has fhewn it to my 
daughter, and fhe has not mentioned to me any thing like 
what you inform me of now 3 on the contrary, -his 
Grace’s letter is perfe€tly polite and fatisfactory.’’—“ Oh, 
my dear Mrs. Gunning! indeed you are ‘decezved; you 
are cheated by them a// ; the Duke of Argyle, Mifs Gun- 
ning, and every one of them, are deceiving you: fhe z5-to 
marry-Lord:Lorn ; it is contrived among them, ‘and every 
body is helping’on the match.”—“ Mrs. Bowen, what- 
ever you may think of my daughter, however culpable 
jhe’ may appear to you, fuppofe her divefted of all delicacy 
and honour, yet I cannot but hope that in the: Duke of 
Argyle I have not been miftaken; you: muft have been 
mifinformed, at leaft, in what concerns him ;: and F muft 
ftill think myfelf and my daughter honoured in his friend- 
fhip, and fafe under his protection !”——“ Upon my foul it 
is true, that he is the worft of all your enemies > and, ex- 
cept Mifs Gunning’s own wickednefs, nothing can exceed 
the Duke of Argyle’s.” At this part of the dialogue, 
Mrs. Gunning, feigned to be convinced of her daughter’s 
mifconduct, in order to fee how far Mrs. Bowen’s accu- 
fations would be carried, fat down to write a letter to her, 
couched in the ftrongeft terms of refentment, and bidding 
her an eternal adieu ;—/uch a letter, fhe tells us, as the 
fhould have written, had the charges preferred againft her 
been founded in truth. We cannot here omit a re+ 
mark on the inconfiftency of Mrs. Gunning, who repro- 
bates the conduct of her hufband in ordering his daughter . 
to quit his houfe, when, as he declares at leaft, he believed 
her to be really guilty of the crimes imputed to her.— 
Though the tells us, that under a fimilar perfuafion, fhe 
herfelf fhould certainly have bidden her an eternal adieu, 
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which amounts to the fame thing.—By neticing this in- 
confiftency, we mean not to approve the conduct of the. 
General, in this inftance, as our fubfequent remarks will, 
amply demonftrate 3 we only mean to fhew the ill effects 
of paffion and prejudice, in the difcuffion of a caufe which 
fhould only have been illuftrated by argument, or ex- 
plained by a fimple narrative of plain facts, unclogged 
by extraneous comments. To proceed—Mrs. Bowen 
beftowed the warmeft encomiums on this fevere epiftle,. 
and believing the refentment of Mrs. Gunning to be. 
real, fhe made no fcruple to comply with her requeft of 
feeing thofe letters which fhe faid fhe had received from 
Mifs Gunning; fhe even offered to fend home for them, 


‘or to go and fetch them herfelf ; but Mrs. Gunning de- 


clined giving her the trouble, and told her the next day 
would.do as well.—The Ladies were then about to part, 
when a knocking at the door announced the return of 
Mifs Gunning. Mrs. Gunning tells us that Mrs. Bowen 
exhibited the moft unequivocal fymptoms of fright and 
confufion, expreffing a defire to hide herfelf in the ad- 
joining apartment: fhe was, however, prevailed on to 
defcend, and borrowing Mifs Gunning’s chair to take 
her home, fhe left the houfe. 

Mrs, Gunning muft here pardon us for remarking, 
that her indifference with regard to thefe forged inftru- 
ments, as fhe conceived them to be, appears to us not: 
only ftrange but unaccountable :—was it not more na- 
tural to grafp at the opportunity of getting into her pof- 
feffion the letters, which reflection or advice might after- 
wards deter Mrs. Bowen from ceding to her? fhe would 
then have not -only gratified a curiofity that muft have 
been -/frong, but have immediately fecured the means of 
detection |—We fee not the neceffity of that confultation 
which enfued between the mother, the daughter, and the 
aunt, and which, in our opinion, terminated ftrangely : 
—The refult of it was a note from Mrs. Gunning to 
Mrs. Bowen; in which the former afiured the latter, 
that her daughter was an Angel; that the letters fhe had 


received were certainly fent with no good intent by fome 
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fecret enemy; that fhe could not but hope every thing 
elfe had proceeded from the fame fource to injure her, 
child, and to impofe on Mrs. and Mr. Bowen; that fhe 
was fure they muft rejoice; that fhe was quite fatished 
herfelf, and fhould undeceive them the next morning, 
when fhe fhould call upon them, and talk over the affair. 
—For what purpofe this note could be fent we know not; 
the only effect it was Jikely to produce, was that of: 
putting Mrs. Bowen on her guard, and inducing her to 
conceal the letters from Mrs. Gunning; that it had not 
that effect, is no juftification of the meafure , it was 
équally inconfiftent and abfurd.—The next day, Sunday 
the 6th of February, is a day of importance tn the de- 
velopement of this myfterious’ tranfaClion—on that day, 
according to the Oatus of Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, Mifs 
Gunning went to their lodgings, where fhe wrote twa 
letters, requefting they might be fhewn to Mrs. Gunning, 
and'which letters were delivered to Mrs Gunning that 
fame day by Mrs. Bowen. ——Here again is a ftrange 
confufien. If Mrs. Gunning is to be believed, the con- 
verfation of the preceding evening, between her and Mrs. 
Bowen, related to’ thofe two fame letters, which both 
Mr. and Mrs. Bowen have fince /worr were written at 
their lodgings by Mifs Gunning on the fubfequent day, 
the 6th of February. “The contents of one of the let~- 
ters, too, is diametrically oppofite to what Mrs. Bowen, 
as wé are teld, informed Mrs. Gunning it contained— 
that is—the letter of the Converfation requefted’ Mrs. 
Bowen would zot mention to Mrs. Gunning the report 
of her daughter’s intended marriage with Lord Lorn ; 
whereas the letter of the Afidavit, intimates a with that 
fhe would mention the circumftance.~-—— The ‘parties, 
however, are here at [/fue.— 
Yn the one part, Mr. and Mrs. Bowen fwear that 
Mifs Gunning was at their lodgings on Sunday the 6th 
of February, and there wrote two-letters, one to Mrs, 
Bowen, and a /econd (enclofed in the fir/7) in the name of 


the Duke of Marlborough. 
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. On the other, Mifs Gunning fwears that flie never 
did write, then or at any other time, any letter or note 
whatever to Mrs. Bowen, or any letter or note in the 
name of the Duke of Marlborough, and that fhe never 
was in Mrs. Bowen’s lodgings in her. life. ——In order 
to ftrengthen the affirmation of her daughter, Mrs. Gun- 
ning, very properly, attempts to account for every hour 
of the 6th of February, fo as to prove that fhe was not 
at Mrs. Bowen’s lodgings on that day.—General Gun- 
ning went out in the carriage in the morning, leaving 
a meflage that he fhould fend it back by ene o’clock, 
which, however, he failed to do. Mifs Gunning break- 
fafted with her ALther and Aunt, and fat.in the fame room 
with them till half paft twelve, when fhe faid, “ Perhaps 
Papa will not fend home the coach as foon as he pro- 
mifed ; I have a mind to walk to the Dutchefs of Bed- 
ford’s: when the carriagé Comes, you may call for me 
there; we will then go to Mrs. Bowen’s, and get the 
letters ; I will afterwards fet you down, and go myfelf to 
Argyle-houfe.’’ —Her chairmen not being in the way, as 
they were accuftomed never to come for orders till four 


‘tn the afternoon, and the weather being good, her mother 


nade no objection to her propofal; and attended by her 
own footman, Fohn Dean, the walked to Pall-Mall, where 
the Dutchefs refidés; There fhe ftayed an hour anda 
half, and then returned in ber Grace’s chair. ‘Yhe firft 
queftion fhe afked, on her return, was—if the eoach was 
fent home: being anfwered in the negative, fhe told her 
mother fhe would then go, in the Dutchefs’s chair, ta 
Argyle-houfe ; for that fhe fhould not be eafy till fhe had 
feen the Duke, and told him of what had pafled the pre- 
ceding evening between her and Mrs. Bowen. She was 
not abfent from home more than three quarters of an 
hour, not having feen the Duke of Argyle, who fent her 
word by his porter, that he begged fhe would come again 
in the evehing. On her return from Argyle-houfe, fhe 
remained with her mother and aunt i'l about three 
o’clock, when the Dutchefs of Bedford called for her. 
She then defired her Mother and Aunt to go to Mrs. 
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‘Bowen’s and procure the letters from ker, arid after- 
wards to meet her and the Dutchefs in Hyde-Park, whither 
they accordingly drove.—A few minutes after their de- 
parture, the Genera coach returned, when Mrs. Gun- 
ning and Mifs Minifie immediately repaired to Mrs. 
Bowen’s; whofe maid-fervant faid her miftrefs was not 
at home, but had left a packet for Mrs. Gunning. The 
Ladies then drove from the door, and opened the packet, 
on the envelope of which, without a date, was the follow- 
ing addrefs to Mrs. Gunning from Mrs. Bowen. 


“ For your fatisfa&tion my Dr. Mrs, Gunning I en- 
clofe you what gave room to my /u/picions concerning my 
coufin. Being engaged to {pend the day with Lady 
Stanton fhe has called to take me out. 


Your’s fincerely, : 
L. Bowen.” 


Enclofed were the two following notes :-—— 
Note the Firft. 
Superfcribed To Adrs. Bowen. 


¢¢ Dear Mrs, Bowen, Tuefday. 


-“ As you feem ta be in the confidence of mamma, | think 
it right’ to tell you that you may hint to her that my af- 
feétions are engaged to my Coufin Lord Lorng and that 
I am not to be married to Lord Blandford; as fhe feems to 
think ; will you be fo good as to get the enclofed copyed 
for me? 


Affeétionately yours, 
E. GunNiINnG.” 
‘The addition of an £ to the name of Lord Lorn is ad- 


duced by Mrs. Gunning as a ftrong corroborative proof 
, that. 
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that the note‘could not be written by her daughter, who 
was certainly too well acquainted with the name of her 
Coufin, and had written it too often, to have committed 
fuch an orthographical error. This circumftance, we 
muft own, has its weight with us, and, when joined to 
others, ferves not a little to Ax our opinion. 


Note the Second, enclofed in Note the Firft, written 
on a half-fheet of paper, without date or direction, 
to be copied by Mrs. Bowen: ) 


oSIR, 


“ J muit fay1I wifh you and your daughter had known, 
your own minds fooner in refpect to my fon. 


ied 


I am your moft obedient, 


' MaRLBOROUGH.” 


The firft of thefe notes, it muft be obferved, is dated 
Tuefday, when the day fworn to by Mr. and Mrs. Bowen 
as that on which the notes were written, is the 6th of 
February, which was Sunday. If the Jaf? note was 
that which the groom delivered to his mafter, as coming 
from the Duke of Marlborough, how are we to account 
for General Gunning’s fubfequent conduct, his expref- 
fions of fatisfaction at the Duke’s politene/s, Sc. In 
that cafe, too, we muft believe Mifs Gunning not only 
to have been guilty of a wanton—becaufe ufelefs—for- 
gery, in the firft inftance, but to have afterwards played 
the hypocrite, in a manner equally unaccountable, by 
telling her mother that fhe had feen the letter at the 
Duke of Argyle’s, and was perfectly fatished with the 
contents. — Nay farther, her affidavit (which we fhall pre- 
fently exhibit) where fhe declares the fentiments that let- 
ter infpired her with, were thofe of happinefs and grati- 
tude for the honour done her, muft convict her of a per- 
jury not lefs wanton and ufelefs, than the forgery and 
‘hypocrify which are afcribed to her——Our incredulity on 
this point we frankly acknowledge; our opinion, how- 
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ever, we fhall referve for the conclufion, ard proceed 
with our narrative. | 

Thefe letters the Ladies perufed on their way to the, 
Park, where they foon came up with the Dutchefs of 
Bedford.—-The two. carriages ftopped—“ Have you got 
the letters, mamma ?”—faid Mifs Gunning.—“ I have, 
iny love,” replied her mother, holding them up; ‘* and 
you have gained a victory.””—-— The carriages not being 
fufficiently near to enable Mrs. Gunning to give the let- 
ters to her daughter, fhe followed her out of the Park to 
the top of Arlington-ftreet, where the Dutchefs’s carriage 
again ftopped, and one of her Grace’s fervants was fent 
by Mifs Gunning to her mother for the letters; they 
then parted. —Mifs Gunning went to make vifits with 
the Dutchefs, and the other two Ladies returned to St: 
James’s Place, where the Dutchefs of Bedford brought 
Mifs Gunning about five o’clock; and during the re- 
mainder of that day, fhe continued at home with her mo- 
ther, who did not lofe fight of her till they parted for the 
night at the door of their refpeCtive chambers.———In the 
courfe of the evening they both called at the Duke of 
Argyle’s, but were not admitted to fee his Grace.—Mrs. 
Gunning emphatically remarks, that General Gunning 
did not fleep at home that night ; but—for a wonder |— 
breakfafted with his family the next morning. 

In this manner has Mrs. Gunning accounted for her 
daughter’s motions during this important day. The 
truth of her aflertions reft not entirely on her own tefti- 
mony: If Mifs Gunning had called at the lodgings of 
Mr. Bowen, when: fhe left her father’s houfe in the 
morning to go to the Dutchefs of Bedford’s, not only her 
fervant John Dean might be brought forward to prove 
the fact, but the maid-fervant of Mrs. Bowen, who ap- 
pears always to have anfwered the door—and indeed, at 
whatever hour it may be alledged that fhe called; this gir 
muft be competent to prove the truth of the allegation. — 
—Her evidence, therefore, becomes abfolutely indif- 
penfible ; and, if it be not delivered, publiciy too, be- 
fore a magiftrate, upon cath, the inference, that muff 
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be drawn from her filence, will indifputably be favour. 
able to Mifs Gunning. There can be no poffible rea- 
fon for not bringing her forward on this occafion, fince 
her mafter and miftrefs have themfelves ftood forward, 
by publicly {wearing to the truth of their owmaflertions. 
‘Uheir oaths, being oppofed by thofe of the young lady and 
her mother, (at leaft, by the oath of the former, and the 
folemn affeveration of the latter) abfolutely require to be 
corroborated by that of their fervant. Will it be urged 
that the fervant was from home at the time ?—-Who, then, 
did open the door to Mifs Gunning ?——Somebody mutt ; 
and that fomebody, as being competent to fpeak to the 
fact, thould be produced. Once more, we aflert—and 
aur, affertion is fan@ioned by reafon and juftice—that if 
this point be not publicly and fatisfa€torily elucidated, the 
triumph of Mifs Gunning is complete. 

On the feventh of February, Mrs. Gunning wrote the 
following note to Mrs. Bowen, which the ieft at her 
lodgings herfelf, while Mrs. Bowen and her hufband 
were at dinner. ° ie 
_ “ Mrs. and Mifs Gunning prefent their compliments. 
to Mrs. Bowen, and as they can mever have an opportu- 
nity of thanking her in perfon, for putting into their poflef~ 
fion the two black forged letters ; one fuppofed to be 
written by the Duke of Marlborough to General Gun- 
ning; the other as falfely afcribed to Mifs Gunning, ad- 
dreffed to Mrs. Bowen, they take this method to fay how 
very fenfible they are of the good offices intended them. 
Mrs. Gunning begs Mrs. Bowen to recolle& what the 
told her on Saturday night, and the folemn affeverations 
by which Mrs, Bowen attefted the truth of her intelli- 
gence ; having done this, fhe would then recommend to 
Mrs. Bowen’s {erious perufal the Pfalms for tis day, as 
their language cannot be mifinterpreted,—Mrs. Gunning 
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February 7: 1791. 
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On the fucceeding morning, Mrs. Gunning found the: 
following anonymous note lying on her breakfaft table: 


MISS MINIFIE, 
AT 
GENERAL GUNNING’s, St. ‘ames Place. 


« Mapam, 


« The refpect I fee] for the character of General 
Gunning, as well as yourfelf, makes me very fincerely 
feel for both. Why two perfons fo nearly concerned, 
fhould be laft undeceived, appears to me extraordinary.— 
Give. yourfelves but the trouble to enquire, and all myf- 
teries will ceafe.—Apply perfonally to the Dutchefs of Bed- 
ford, you certainly may rely on her. 

sc A StNCERE FRIEND.” 


« P.S, Don’t be apprehenfive of any duel—none is 
likely to take place.” 


The only important remark—indeed, the only remark 
worthy of notice—which this letter gives rife to is, that 
the word ames, in. the fuperfeription, is precifely the 
‘ame, in. point of.orthography, with that on the fuper-: 
{cription of the forged letter from the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough.—The omiffion of the ’s—the fign of the genitive: 
cafe—conftitutes the fimilarity. The above note, Gene~: 
ral Gunning, we are told, afterward avowed to be the 
production, of Captain Bowen, though written ina feigned 
hand ; from whence Mrs. Gunning draws an inference 
too obvious to need explanation, though too dangerous 
for us to. dwell upon.—Suffice it to fay, that a.Court of 
Juttice would receive a fimilar fact as a {trong prefump< - 
tive proof, in cafes where fuch kind of proof is admiffible. . 
In the prefent inftance, however, it becomes not us to de- 
cide how far it is applicable. The Reader will be equally 
competent with ourfelves to judge of its validity. 

After breakfaft, Mifs Gunning accompanied her father 
to the Duke of Argyle’s, where fhe perceived no altera« 
tion in the conduct of his Grace ; but, on the contrary, 
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experienced the fame kind reception to which. fhe had 
ever been accuftomed ; nor had the any reafon to fuf- 
pect, from the behaviour of General Gunning. that the 
imputations charged upon her had made any impreffion 
on him. The fubfequent day, however, exhibited a new 
and unexpected fcene to her view. On the morning 
of the ninth, as Mifs Minifie was going to General ‘tun- 
ning, to inforny him o€ his daughter's inditpofition 
(the violent cough which had induced the Dutchels of 
Bedford, the preceding evening to. fend her own phy- 
fician to her) fhe was called by him into. his drefiing 
room. - She had no fooner informed him of. Mifs. Gun- 
ning’s fituation than he replied, that he was not furprized 
at the intelligence, as fhe had fuch a load of guilt on her 
mind; obferving that fhe had not only forged .one letter 
from the Duke of Marlborough, but. others fuppofed to 
have been written by the Marquis of Blandford; he 
farther remarked, that fhe had prevented his groom from 
going to Blenheim, and had given him the letters which 
he was to fay he had brought from the Duke of Marl- 
borough. Mifs Minifie atked him how it wa: potiible 


for her to procure the feals of the Duke and his) fon; 


he an{wered, fhe had feals of all kinds ; and that fhe had 
been at Captain Bowen’s lodgings on Sunday morning 
the fixth, before they gave up the two letters to Mrs, 
Gunning. “ Thofe letters, faid Mifs Minifie, were not 
written in Mifs Gunning’s hand.” “ She can write all 
forts of hands,” replied the General. The lady then 
mentioned the anonymous note of the preceding morn, 
which he faid he knew of, and it was written by Captain 
Bowen : he added that if the would take Mifs Gunning’s 
keys, fhe would find in herbox the copies of thofe veryletters, 
He did not like, he faid, to fpeak to Mrs. Gunning upon 
the fubje&t as they were on bad terms.- In compliance 
with the General’s defire, Mifs Minife went to her niece 
and afked for the keys of her box; the young lady fhock- 
ed at her father’s fufpicions, immediately delivered them: 
bur her aunt found neither paper nor letters but what 
had come frem the family of the Duke of Argyle. She 


returned to General Gunning, and informed him of this ; 
| : but 
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but heobferved that his daughter muft have burnt the 
letters in queftion. Mifs Minifie told him his daughter 
was innocent of the charge preferred againft her, and 
was refolved to vindicate her charaéter from all fuch 1m 
putations. ‘6 Then,” exclaimed he, ** fhe will be ruined 
for ever, for in that eafe the Duke Marlborough will 
profecute her, and lay her in prifon for life; the only 
thing fhe has to do, is to go into the country OF elfe leave 
England.” “ She will do neither, replied the lady; fhe is 
determined to make her innocence appear.” “ That 1s 
impoffible ; {o watch her, for elfe as foon as fhe feels 
the weight of her guilt, the will deftroy herfelf.” Mis 
Minifie’s patience was now exhaufted, and fhe left the 
yoom. 

‘About an hour after this converfation, the General left 
home ; and at the expiration of another hour he ftopped at 
the door in his carriage, and fent for Milfs Minifie, who 
ftepped into the coach to him—‘‘ Tell my daughter, faid 
he, not to go to Argyle-Houfe, for if fhe attempts it, the 
will not be let in; fhe muft either go into the country or 
elfe leave England.”—-“* She will do neither, but will flay 
and vindicate herfelf,”’ anfwered Mifs Minifie—‘**T hen fhe 
muft quit my houfe.”—Mifs Minifie now left the carriage, 
and the General, calling after her, defired the would tell 
Mifs Gunning every thing ; which fhe promifed to do. 

Mifs Minifie repaired to her niece’s apartmentin a ftate 
of extreme agitation; which the young lady obferving, 
fhe defired to know the caufe of it. ‘* My love, {aid her 
aunt, I have hada very extraordinary converfétion with 
your father ?__{he then repeated, with all the caution and 
delicacy the occafion required, every thing which had paf- 
fed between her and the General. ‘* Oh, papa, pape PA 
exclaimed her niece, burfting into tears, “ is it you who 
falfely accufe me?” 

{t is here neceflary to remark, that General Gunning, in 
his converfation with Mifs Minifie, adverts to other forged 
jetters befides that from the Duke of Marlborough. Thefe 
letters, it feems, were addrefled from the Marquis of Bland- 
ford to Mifs Gunning, in the courfe of their courtfhip, 
and were couched in thofe terms of affection, which love 

alone 
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alone. could infpire ;—they were fent by the Dukeof Are 
gyle’s fervants who had been difpatched by his Grace to 
Lord Blandford, and who, if the 2ccufation of the General 
be founded, muft all have been bribed by Mifs Gunning. 
The letters, we underftand, are {till in poffeflion of the 
Duke, who, of courfe, by an examination of his fervants, 
may eafily inveltigate the matter, and learn whether they 
are forgeries ot not.—It appears highly improbable—to fay 
no more—that the young lady, even admitting fhe had 


the inclination, fhould have the means to corrupt fo many 
agents—it is a charge which requires the molt x equivoca} 
proof before it can fuperinduce belief —To return to our 
narrative. 


The effe&t which this harth fentence of banifhment, 
pronounced by a parent, had on ¢ j 
fufceptible mind of Mifs Gunning, may be eafily conceiy- 
ed. “such, indced, was the anguifh {he experiénced, that 
it was late in the evening before fhe was in a condition to 
obey the {tern mandate for her expulfion from the houfe 
of her father: She then removed, with her mother and 
aunt, to the hofpitable manfion of the Dutchefs of Bed= 
ford. Previous to their departure, the groom, who 
brought the forged letter, defired to fpeak with Mrs. 
Gunning, but that lady’s refentment was fo uncom-~ 
monly ftrong as to render her blind to her own inte- 
reft, by commanding the tan from her prefence before 
the heard what he had to advance, and without feeking 
to procure that ufeful intelligence which it is poffible he 
Might, at this time, have been difpofed to communi- 
cate. 
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Late on the hight of Sunday the twelfth of February, 
the following letter, addreffed to Mifs Gunning, No. 49, 
Pall Mall, was received by that lady from Mrs. Bowen: 


*¢ If you are not quite loft to every natural fecling for 
your unhappy parants, through your means difunited, you 
will inftantly confefs your folly to your dr. mother, and 
no longer perfift in what will inevitably plunge you. into 


difgrace. Though you have made a dupe of your mo~ 
ther andaunt you cannot the world I fhall upbraid 
Ez you 
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you with the part you have acted in regard to my feif arid 
Mr. B——,.1 leave that to your Own conf{cience ——-any 
thing on my part that will be the means of uniting you 
all, confisting with truth and honour, you may depend on 5 
if you are not equal to the tafk ‘of telling your folly to 
your mother, let me know in what manner I fhall. As 
the fincere friend of all, I will do all im my power; for 
God Jake let it be immediately, before the world hears any 
more on the fubject {am convinced your heart ts 
good and have only be led by folly—if you are difpofed to 
make your family happy, come to me infiantly and tell me 
what I fhall do, you {hall fee none but myfelf, till every 
affair is fettled to make you all happy—be not fhy of co- 

1ing to me 1 will receive you with the fincereft love and 
affection, and hope you will always confider me as your 
jincere friend—your father will be induced to takefteps that 
muft for ever hurt you in the opinion of the world (as 
now his own charaéter 13 -at flake) the dutchefs of B-——= 
alone will not be fufficient to protect you againft the opi- 
nion of the world, befides at her time of life, inthe courfe 
of nature fhe cannot live long, how much more refpecta~ 
ble will you appear in the world protected by, your fathers 
———-your prefent {ituation only will make you the ridi- 
cule of the town, confult your reafon and your judgement 
and follow the dictates of your heart, which I am fure will 
lead you to aé&t with fincerity and affection to your very 
unhappy parants. For Ged fake be as foon as poffible ac- 
commodated, for all your mutual advantage; read this 
twice with attention and let me have a lineto inform me 
you will a& according to my carnefi wifhes for all your 
happinefs, but remember xo time isto beloft. Cometo.mey 
my dear coufin, inftantly, aud let us confult what is to be 
done for your happineis, and how chearfully willl under- 
take it. 


Adieu, yout’s 
Dueen Street. | Ry 


I have fent Mr. B—— out of the wayon purpofe. . 
| ; Sunday 


er 
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Sunday even, half pa Six, 


I have been denyed to every one who calld on me, and 
would not go out. left I fhould be-atked any queftions 
concerning you, whilft I faw a poffibility of making up 
matters. 


We are by no means difpofed to criticife the fiyle and 
diction of this curious epiftle; a very few'remarks on its 
contents will fuffice for our purpofe. Mifs Gunning is 
here accufed of having difunited her parents, and by the 
tmoit artful machinations, and a Jong train of deceptions 
the moft culpable, made dupes of her mother and aunt— 
yet this conduét, which certainly merits the harfhett ap- 
pellation that offended virtue could beftow, andif it he 
notactually vice, approaches fo near to it, that the line of 
difcrimination is moft dificult to be drawn, is benevo- 
lently foftened by her indu'gent monitor into Jolly; this 
fool too, is advifed to confult her reafon and her judoment : 
and for what muft fhe confult them? Why, forfooth, 
that fhe may follow the di¢fates of ber HEART!!! It ig 
the firft time we have been told that the heart is the refi- 
dence of reafon and judgment !—She is reprefented as 
having made her parents very unhappy, through the dif- 
cord which her machinations have tended to fow be- 
tween them, and yet her kind inftruétrefs tells her . the 
is convinced that fhe has a good heart. \t muff be ac- 
knowledged. at leaft, that this mode of difplaying her 
goodne/s is peculiar to herfelf! But this conviction of 
her goodnefs was indeed neceflary to authorize thofe 
curious profeffions of fincere/? love and affe@ion which this 
very fincere friend makes to her, in {pite of her folly! 
Tobe plain; fuch a ftrange compound of inconfiften- 
eies—fuch an olio of nonfenfe—never before difgraced the 
pen of a woman. 

After Mifs Gunning had, in compliance with her fas 
ther’s commands, removed from his houfe, and the mo- 
tives and concomitant circumilances of this family rupe 
ture, had become the topic of converfation in the fa- 
fhionable circles, it was deemed neceflary that fhe fhould 
adoptiome decifive line of condu& for the vindication 


ot 
aye 


ig RE Ek 


( 


eee er ae 
E A eESY * 


34.) 


ot her fame. None appeared, in her fituation, fo pro 


per, 


as that of making a folemn affidavit, before a magi- 


ftrate, of her innocence with refpect to the charges pre- 


ferred againft her. 


Monday the fourteenth of February, 


ing oaths 


Accufations alledged, 


zt. I am accufed of having 


For this purpofe, in the afternoon of 


fhe tock the follow- 


Anfwers on Oath. 


r. I never have written, nor 


written letters in. the name of|caufed to be written any letter, 


the Duke of Marlborough and 


of Lord Blandford, and alfo of 


writing anonymous letters. 


2. Tam accufed of going to 
Mrs. Bowen’s lodgings, on Sun- 
day, the fixth of February, 
about the forged letters produced 
by her, 


36 
bribed papa’s groom, not to go 
to Blenheim with a letter 
from papa to the Duke of Marl. 
borough, and a narrative of my 
writing which I had drawn out 
at the requeft of papa for the 
purpofe (as he faid) of being 
fent tothe Duke and Dutchefs 
of Marlborough; that I bribed 
the groom not really to go to 
‘Blenheim, but to fay he had 
been there, and to deliver, as 
coming from the Duke of Marl- 
borough, a letter that I had 
given him for that purpofe. 


—— 


or note, in my whole life, in a 
difguifed liand, by a fictitious 
name or aiionymouse 

a. I never was in Mrs, 
Bowen’s lodgings in my life; L 
never met her by appointment 
or by chance, at any third place : 
the only place at which I have 
ever feen her, has been at my 
father’s houfe, or in my. father’s 
carriage, and never without my 
mama or my aunt being prefents 
I never wrote her a- note or 4 lete 
ter in my life; 1 never {poke to 
her confidentially on any fub- 
ject whatever. 


iam accufed of having; 3. I never {poke to papa’e 


groom, or caufed him to be 
fpoken to, prior to, or on the 
fabject of, his journey to Blen~ 
heim; I gave him no orders what« 
ever, orany letter whatever, of 
any bribe whatever. I believed 
he had been at Blenheim, and 
that the letter he brought back 
was from the Duke of Marle 
borough ; and I felt happy and 
grateful for the honour his Grace 
had done méo 


This 


. ers 
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This oath, which we once more afiert, to be as folemn, 
unequivocal and decifive, as an honeft and judicious f{e- 
leftion of expreffions could make it, was adminiftered by 
Juftice Hyde, witneffed by two gentlemen of probity, and 
figned by Mifs Gunning herfelf. Prefixed' to it was this 
ferious preamble, ‘As I may perhaps, from my time of 
life, be fuppofed to underftand the nature of the folemn 
oath 1am about to take, to atteft.my innocence of the 
above charges, I beg to affure the magiftrate who fhall 
adminifter the oath to me and the witneties prefent, that I 
know, on the truth of what I aflert depends my charaéter 
in this world and my everlafting falvation in the world to 
come. 


E/ GUNNING.” 


If, after a declaration thus explicit and folemn, the lady 
fhall be proved—for nothing lefs than proof the moft pofitive 
can induce us to doubt her veracity—to have been guilty 
of a falfhood, her perjury muft be wilful indeed, and muit 
confequently incur the fevereit reprobation. 

The day after Mifs Gunning had taken the above oath, 
fhe receiveda note from her father, informing her that he 
kad feen her atteftations, and afking her if fhe would con- 
fefs that fhe was at Mrs. Bowen’s lodgings, on Sunday the 
fixth of February, and there wrotetwo letters.—This quef- 
tion was moft grofsly mis-timed, and—to fay no worfe of it 
—moft grofsly improper, as acompliance with the requeft 
it intimated, though it did not exprefs, muft have affixed 
the guilt of perjury on his child. Had he even been fur- 
nifhed with proofs of her guilt, it was not furely the office 
of a father to expofe it; itwas mot becoming in him to 
exaét an acknowledgment from his daughter, that fhe was 
a perjured wretch !—This application experienced the fate 
it deferved. 

In order to prevent any difagreéable intrufion, of which 
fhe was apprehenfive, Mrs. Gunning delivered to the fer- 
vant a lift of thofe perfons whofe vifits fhe wifhed to re- - 
ceive, with exprefs orders to exclude ail others. A ftran- 
ger, however, of decent appearance, prefenting himfelf at 
the door, on Friday, the eighteenth of February, and en- 
quiring very civilly for Mrs. Gunning, obtained admit- 
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tance, and the fervant carried a meflage to the lady, figni- 
fying that the gentleman would be glad to fee her for five 
minutes. ‘Ihe anfwer was, that Mrs. Gunning faw no 
company. A fecond meflage was, in a few minutes, deli- 
yered to her—faying that he came from Lady Lumm, and 
had fomething to communicate from her ladyfhip, = 
This had no better effect, but the ftranger was not dilcou- 
raged; he fent her word that he was a phyfician, and. his 
name Smith, and that Lady Lumm, underftanding Mrs. 
Gunning was in a very bad flate of health, had fent him 
to vifit her. Mrs. Gunning, however, {till perfifting in 
her refulal to fee him, he appeared much mortified, and 
at laft acknowledged that he came on the unhappy diyifion 
that had taken place in General Gunning’s family, and 
that if fhe would but admit him to her prefence for five 
minutes, he could impart fomething that he was certain 
mutt give her great fatisfaCtion, or if fhe refufed him he 
hoped fhe would have no objection to receive a note from 
him. Butthe lady was inexorable—uureafonably fo, we 
think ;—he therefore left the houfe with a declaration, that 
fhe fhould certainly repent her obftinacy, and with many 
expreflions of pity for the unhappy fatuation of paor Mifg 
Gunning.—The day atter this, the ladies left Pall Mall, 
and removed to'lodgings in St. James's Street, where they re- 
mained unmolefted till the twenty-third, on the evening 
of which day they were honoured witha call from a gen- 
aleman of refpeétability, who left with them the copies of 
fix affidavits, intended to be made by Captain Bowen, his 
wife, the General’s groom, and, (we believe) three of his 
other fervants. ‘Thefe wereaccompanied by a propofal to 
Mrs, Gunning—that if fhe would fupprefs her projected 
‘¢ vindication,” the General would, on his part, {uppre(s 
them.—To this Mrs. Gunning replied, that fhe refufed 
his propofals, and was not intimidated by his threats ; 
that the innocence of his daughter /Zould be exemplified, 
and being confcious that the power of publifhing or fup- 
refling, centered entirely in herfelf, fhe would moft chear- 
fully perfiftin her fixed and unalterable refolution, though 
her death were to be the immediate and inevitable confe- 

quence thereof. 
Together with the copies: of the affidavits, was the fol- 
lowing: 
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Jowing copy of a letter from Mifs Gunning to Mrs. Bow- 
en, to the authenticity of which the Captain and his wife 
Jwore the following day, February the twenty-fourth. 


Eight o’clock Tuefday. 

You will, my dear Mrs. Bowing, be furprifed at 
receiving a note from me fo early, but when I tell you my 
motive you will I am fure interceed with Mr. Bowen 
to pardon the liberty Iam going to take and grant my 
requeft. I willtell you in a very few words the fitua- 
tion | have for fome time been in. Mama weeded to 
Lord B though every thing he did right while I was 
merely a cypher in the whole affair and indeed to tell 
you the truth that was the only light I withd to be 
conliderdin for thoI acknowledge him to be very ami- 
able my ‘heart refufed him any fhare in it as it has been 
long devoted to another within this week I have gaind 
papa fo far on my fide as to reprefent to him that I 
was difpleafd with the condu&@ of Lord B and as 
he has a natural affe€tion for the perfon interefted in 
my application he the more readily joined me and three 
days ago wrote at my requeftto the D— of —— to tell 
him I was not fatisfied with Lord B and in the 
moft handfome manner withdto break off all further 
connection the D— of —— wrote a letter which we 
received yefterday and of which I enclofe you the copy 
and beg you will have the goodriefs to afk Mr. Boying 
to write it of fair for meas I wrote it from memory and 
with to fend it to a friend of mine this evening by the poft 
pray tellhim my my ftory but fave me as much as you 
can if I could prefent Lord L—— to you he would be 
an apology for every thing I have done neither papa 
nor I have coyrage to tell mama this for fhe detefts the 
perfon deareft to me on earth I am fure I may depend on 
your not telling her any part of this letter I fhould have 
{poken to you laft night but i found I had not courage 
do not fend any note or meflageto this houfe about the 


contents of this letter I will fend to you about two o? 
clock for the copy I hope Mr. Bowing will have the goods 
nefs to fend mel would call but that I am to be all the 


7 Morning 
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morning at Argyle houfe I write in fuch a hurry I do 
not believe you will beable to read this. ; 
Ever yours afteCtionately 


E. GUNNING. 


The vulgarity of ftyle, incorreétnefs of orthography, 
and defeét of punétuation, which are vilible throughout 
this letter, render it very unlike the produétion of a 
young woman of education, defigned to occupy a dif 
tinguifhed place in the circle of. fafhion. 

The want of a date in fome meafure augments the 
difficulty of detection, but it is evident from the con- 
tents that it was intended to be underftood as having 
been written the day after the receipt of the forged 
letter in the name of the Duke of Marlborough—that 
is on the fourth of February—but the fourth of Feb- 
ruary was on a Thur/day, inflead of a Tuefday. How 
is this contradiftion to be reconciled—and how will 
this pretended letter of Mifs Gunning’s correfpond 
with that which fhe js faid to have written on the 
Sixth at Mrs. Bowen’s lodgings, or with that which 
fhe is faid then to have inclofed for Mr. Bowen to 
copy? That of the Sixth we muft obferve is like- 
wife dated Iuc/day. If this was the letter to which 
Mrs. Bowen alluded in her conyerfation with Mrs. 
G. on the Fifth, how came fhe not to give it her with 
the others? ‘There appears, however, to have been no 
mention of more than one pair of letters—but whether 
the converfation was the refult of the letters, or the 
yeverfe was the fact, it is not for us to decide—we 
fhall only obferve, that if Mrs Bowen did really receive 
the letter above and the other of the Sixth from Mifs 
Gunning, both her conduét and converfation appear 
to us moft ftrangely inconfiftent. At all events, there 
muft be grofs and wilful perjury either in the young 
Jady or in fome of her accufers. The fame queftion here 
occurs with regard to thefe letters as. to the others—viz.— 
when were they delivered ; by whom, and ta whom? 

' On the evening of the ‘Twenty-fifth, as Mrs. Gun- 
ning, her daughter and fifter, were converfing together, a 
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jingle knock at the door was heard, and on the fer- 
vant opening it, Mrs. Bowen rufhed into the paflege 
without uttering a fyllable, and pafled into the room 
where they were fitting; the ladies immediately rofe 
from their feats in order to leave the apartment, and 
Mrs Gunning, as fhe pafled Mrs. Bowen, exclaimed, 
* Bold wicked woman ! how dare you enter my houfe ?” 
Mrs. Bowen cried out, “my dear Mrs. Gunning, | am 
come as a friend, ftop, for God’s fake; it is alla mif- 
take.” Her efforts to ftop the ladies however proved in- 
effeiual; as they afcended the ftair cafe, they heard a 
fcufe between the fervant and Captain Bowen, who faid, 
he would go wherever his wife was: but Mrs. Bowen 
calling out that they were all “ftark ftaring mad,” and 
defiring hira not to give himfelf the trouble to come up, 
he prudently defifted from the attempt; and they both 
retired, the Captain leaving the following meflage with 
the fervants—‘* Tell them,” faid he, ‘‘they will repent 
of their folly; I came to fave them from deftruction, to- 
morrow willbe a terrible day for them, and in three 
days Mifs Gunning will be fent to Newgate.” This 
meflage was highly improper to be entrufted to a fervant, 
and from whatever motives it might proceed, the threat 
contained in it was founded in falfhood,’ and betrayed a 
want of feeling. The abruptnefs of their intrufion alarm- 
ing Mrs. Gunning, fhe ordered her lawyer to write to 
them on the fubject, in confequence of which the “ap- 
tain waited on him, and defired him to inform his 
client that fhe fhould experience no farther trouble from 
him and Mrs. Bowen. 

On the evening of the fucceeding Monday, General 
Gunning fent the following note to his daughter. 


Monday Evening. 

<¢ From an heart that ftill feels moftifenfibly the attec- 
tions of a father for her who was: dearly belov’d, proceeds 
this letter. That afflicted fatherdefires an interview with 
his unfortunate daughter, in which fhe may depend on. 
having no more to fear than the'workings of an anxious 
and perhaps overindulgent parent. The tume and pipe 
2 O% 
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ef necting is left entirely toher who is, even now, dear 


to J. GUNNING. 


«© Send an anfwer fealed with red wax by the bearer. 
I have opened the note, and rade it up in the form of a 
letter. | fup to night inSoho Square, I lodge at Ne. 13; 
Norton Street, Portland Place.” 


To this letter, Mifs Gunning immediately returned 
the following aniwer. 


Monday Evening. 

«© Turn'd from yout doors, defencelefs, pennylefs, and 
robbed by you of what is and ever willbe dearer than my 
life—my character—ftigmatifed for forgeries which thofe 
who really did forge the letters and you, fir, mu/f know I am 
as innocent of, as Heaven is free from fraud ; you who ] 
never in my life offended in thought, word, or deed, to 
caft me out upon the wide world as a guilty creature, when 
you know my heart would not have harboured a thought, 
that could have difhonoured you, myfelf, or my fex; and 
after you had thrown me off, to purfue meas you would 
the bittereft of your enemies; to raife up falle witnefles 


to crufh that child whom you fhould have protected with’. 


your life; innocent, as I again repeat, you Anow me to be, 
even had I been guilty, which God be praifed 1 am not, 
{till you {hould have fcreened me, and your chaftifements 
fhould have been foftened by pity. You call me unfortu- 
nate—l am unfortunate; who has made me fo? This 
unfortunate never will appeat in your prefence, till you 
announce, and that in the moft public and moft unequi- 
vocal manner, to the whole world, how much fhe has been 
wronged by fcandalous contrivances and unheard of ca¢ 
lumny. 


E, GUNNING. 


We could moft willingly forbear to make any remarks 
on thefe letters, could we imagine that they would, in the 
fmalleft degree, tend to -widen the breach between father 
and child.a—That breach, however, unfortunately, appears 

te 
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to be irreparable—It is our fincere with that appearances 
may prove deceitful. Had not the General’s note intima- 
ted a perfeverance in his convition of his daughter’s 
guilt, we think he had certainly 4 right to expec?, 1f not to 
éommand, a conipliance with the requeft it contained.—An 
interview might pofibly have led to a reconciliation, 
equally defireable to both parties; and we cannot perceive 
any evil confequences that coe'd have refulted from it.— 
Weare perfectly aware that there are bound, to be placed 
as well to parental authority as to filial obedience-—but 
{uch limits are not to be fixed by thofe who are interefed 
in their extent-—they require a nicety of difcrimination 
incompatible with prejudice or partiality—a coolnefs of 
decifion, which reafon may commarid, but which paffion 
fan Never exert.—Swayed by thefe fentiments, we cannot 
withold our cenfure on fome parts of Mifs Gurining’s an- 


ad 


{wer. Imprefled witha deep ienfe of the injuries fhe had 
fullained, it is not, indeed, furprizing that her rerhonftran- 
ces fhould be ferious and pointed; but her declaration at 
the conclufion of her letter, we conceive, not:to be the 
neceffary confequence of her fituation ; and nothing but 
necelfiiy could pofiibly fan&ion it; to require,’ as the in- 
difpenfable preliminary to an interview, that: her father 
fhould acknowledge he had been deceived, would have been 
perfectly confiftent with reafon, but to exa& a public re- 
tractation of what he had advanced, a confeffion that he 
hadioined in (Anowingly ) preferring falfe accufations againtt 
his child, was to enforce a requeft which it was neither 
decent for her to advance nor proper for him to comply 
with. 

Having thus completed our narrative of this ftrange 
tranfaction, and endeavoured to elucidate thofe points 
which are moft involved in obicurity, by indicating to our 
readers certain data whereon to found the difcrimination 
of truth from falfhood, we fhall conclude by fome few re- 
flections on the fubjeé& which naturally occur.—Mrs, 
Gunning, in her * Vindication,” which was evidently 
Written under the ftrong influence of refentment, has, itt 
many intlances, fuffered her feelings to obf{cure her rea- 
fon. Hence, by an injudicious attenuation of circum- 
fiances, fhe has greatly contributed to weakeh the eta 
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which, na more fimple and compact ftate, they were well 
calculated to produce : when a variety of refources were 
open to her, anda proper felection was eafy to make, fhe has - 
frequently fixed on fuch modes of defence and attack, as are 
mott inadequate to her purpole, eagerly grafping ata {iraw, 
when a more fteady fupport is at hand. She has often 
disfigured the page of truth by the ebullitions of paflion, 
__ratited where fhe fhould have argued—appealed to the 
feelings inftead of the judgment—and difgufted her rea- 
ders by clogging a narrative of facts, that ought to have 
been exempt from every {pécies of extrarieous embellifh- 
ment, with indecent invectives, fuperfluous infinuations, 
ilJ-timed raillery, and with fulfome effufions of maternal 
dotage, which, however excufeable in the nurfery, are cir= 
tainly mifplacedin a pamphlet intended for public perufal. 
_-But though candour compels us to notice thefe imper- 
fe&tions, the cruel fituation in which Mrs. Gunning was 
placed, will certainly be’confidered as a palliation that ought 
to exempt her from the feverity of critical cenfure. One 
circumftance, however, of a different complexion, can 
have no claim to a Gimilar exemption, as, in our apprehen- 
fion, it bears a ftrong appearance of duplicity. “Phe lady 
(p. 89 of her Vindication) reproaches her opponents with 
having accufed her of novel-writing—particalarly of ha- 
ving written a novel, called Va'tham- Abbey, a book, which. 
fhe declares fhe never faw or heatd of —But would it not 
have been more fair and candid —inftead of confining 
herfelf to a fimple negative of one part of the charge—to 
acknowledge that fhe had written or afifted in writing, 
novels, [the confeftioh would have done her no difcre- 
dit] and to inform ner. adverfaries that their MISTAKE (for 
fach it evidently was) arofe from confounding the title of 
one novel, which was written by the Mis Minifies, with 
that of another which was not—vV1Z -—Barford- Abbey, with 
Waltham-Abbey ?—as the paflage now ftands. a reader who 
knows nothing of Mrs. Gunning but what he collects 
from her pamphlet, would naturally fuppofe that fhe 
| meant wholly to deny the charge of novel- writing -and 
“ndeed the petulance with which ohe part of the charge 1s 
repelled, and the exprefions ufed onthe occafion, evidently 
feem calculated to encourage fuch a fuppofition. 
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The only part of the General’s condu&, upon which 
we fhall venture to animadvert—in addition to the ob- 
jections we have already fuggefted—is the hafty expulfioa 
of his daughter from her paternal home. We are fully 
aware that the honour of a foldier fhould not only be 
preferved unpolluted, but, like the chaftity of the Ro- 
man dame, fhould be even exempt from fufpicion. We 
are not, however, fo deftitute of reafonas to fland forth 
the advocates of that ‘tyrannical prejudice (too fre- 
quently miftaken for genuine honour) whofe defpotic 
voice is exerted to filence the diétates of nature, and 
exults in rebelling againft the plaineft principles of hu- 
manity—thofe dictates and thofe principles true henour 
always tends to enforce—never to oppofe. We know not, 
indeed, any ftandard by which honour can be tried, fo 
infallible as that which nature and humanity afford. If 
its fuggeftions prove repugnant to their laws, it cannot be 
Flerling. Confcience is the fource of honour; and from 
a fource fo pure, nothing polluted can fpring. 

Fiad the guilt of Mifs Gunning been eftablithed be- 
yond the poffibility of a doubt, her father could not, even 


then, have been juftified in fo violent an exertion of 


feverity—an exertion as erroneous in its motives as bane- 
fulin its effeéts: The Duke of Argyle, to whom he 
appears to have been moftanxious to juftify his charac. 
ter, isa father as well as a foldier ; his Grace could never 
have fuppofed a diffolution of all paternal ties neceflary 
for the vindication of any man’s fame; nor could his 
judgment be fo blinded as not to perceive that the mea- 
{ure was not more rafh than ineffectual. In fhort, we con- 
ceive it to be the duty of a parent to fereen rather than 
expofe the errors of a guilty child; by indulgent exhor- 
tations to move her to repentance, rather than by unna- 
tural rigour to drive her to defpair. If any fentiment 
impel the adoption of a different line of condu&, it me- 
rits not the name of Aomeur—it is a dangerous inmate, 
that {hould immediately be expelled from the mind. 

If then, on the fuppofition of his daughter’s guilt, the 
conduct of the General be fo obnoxious to cenfure— 
what fhould we fay of it, were we to admit even the po/- 
fibility of her innocence ?—more, much more than either 
prudence 
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prudence would warrant or inclination fuggeft. In fuch 
a cafe, we truft, the feelings of the father would be fuf- 
ficiently acute to conftitute the fevereft punifhment that 
even fuch cruelty could deferve. 

To another principal agent inthis ftrange bufinefs, 
wethink i: neceflary to add a few words of admonition. 
We underftand,—by public report—that Captain Bowen 
is about to inflitute a procefs for defamation againft Mrs, 
Gunning. ‘hat he fhould take every xeceffary ftep for 
clearing his character from the foul imputations which 
have been caft upon it, is certainly right; but is the in- 
tended fuit a meafure of this defcription ?—we cannot 
conceive it—there are other modes of vindicating his 
fame lefs fa'lacious and more effeftual—at fome of thefe 
we have hinted in the courfe of our ftri€tures, The 
wife of his friend and his patron has furely ftrong 
claims—on her hufband’s account—to lenity and for- 
bearance, anddecency requires that every ftep he means 
to purfue againft her, fhould be fanétioned by necef: 
fity the moft urgent and manifeit. But fhould he dif- 
fer in opinion from us, and perfift in the intention 
afcribed to him, we warn him that the nature of his 
aétion will be wniverfally received as a full explanation 
of his fentiments. He has probably informed himfelf, 
ere this, that the modes of proceeding in the cafe of 
a‘libel are two-fold—criminally, by indictment or infor- 
mation; and civilly, by an a€tion for damages. In 
the firft cafe, the defendant—by a provifion repug- 
nant to common fenfe, and difgraceful to the king- 
dom—is debarred from adducing evidence to prove that 
the matter alledged to be libelleus is founded in fad. 
Hence this mode af proceeding becomes favourable to 
the gratification of reyenge, but hoftile to the elucida~ 
tionoftruth. In the latter cafe, where the damages given 
are proportioned to the injury fuflained, the defendant is 
allowed. to prove the veracity of his aflertions; this, 
therefore, is the only .mode of profecution to which 
Captain Bowen, can, with propriety, have recourfe, 
{ince it will afford him an’ opportunity of afferting his 
own rectitude, and of covering his enemies with fhame 
and confufion. It wil! not be objeéted, that the dama- 
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ges would fall on his friend; becaufe he will have it 
in his power to remit them. We need not fay more— 
let him ferioufly refle&t on our advice and intimations— 
he will find them worthy his intentions. 

_ We fhall conclude by anfwering a queftion which, of 
late, has heen frequently advanced, but never replied to 
—viz. ‘¢ What intere/ can a parent poffbly have in imped- 
ing the felicity of his child ?”—It is possible, that a parent— 
we muft not be underftood to allude to any exifting, or 
even probable cafe—whofe daughter’s attra€tive charms 
ave procured her the offer of an union with the man of 
her choice—imay, from motives of avarice, obje& to the 
connection, and, though opulent himfelf, may feek to 
impede her felicity that he may not open his purfe—we 
truft that no fuch parents exift—but their exiftence is 
certainly within the limits of possizinytTy ! . 
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